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_ALFRED E. SMITH las had a broad- CELEBRITIES HONOR CELEBRITIES

casting studio installed in the Empire
State Building at Fifth Avenue and 34th
Street. Query: Will Mr. Chrysler enjoy
his radio set as much as he once did?
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The “Closed” Channels

OO much concentration of the air

privileges has been charged time and
again, with the National Broadcasting
Company a frequent target. This com-
pany is wholly owned by Radio Corpora-
tion of America.

Interest in this phase of the licensing
problem has never been openly asserted
by the Federal Radio Commission until
now, when NBC seeks to buy out KPO,
San_Francisco, for $600,000, a 5,000-watt
station with a 50,000-watt construction
permit. The Commission, at its hearing,
has an engineer testify to the high per-
centages of quota units now to the credit
of NBC, in the metropolitan section of
San Francisco, in the State of California,
and in the Fifth Radio Zone, with com-
parisons with the much smaller holdings
or leases of the Columbia Broadcasting
System.

Again, when CBS itself seeks to buy a
station, WCJS, Mt. Vernon Hills, Va.,
the station’s land taking in a little of the
estate of George Washington, the quota
units that would be held by CBS, com-
pared to all the units allotted throughout
the United States, are cited by the Com-
mission’s engineer. It is as if for the very
purpose of giving recognition to the fact {
that concentrated holdings are growing,
for obviously when independent stations
sell out to chains, selling their very ex-
istence, their independence goes with it.

In radio broadcasting big business is
growing bigger and little business is grow-
ing smaller, when one rates the situation
on the basis of service area and type of
programs, rather than by the mere rote More than a score of radio stars assembled to fete Pierre Brugnon, master of
of counting stations. The smaller ones ceremonies of the “Evening in Paris” program, during the 182nd performance of that
grow less important merely because the feature on Monday night last, over the WABC-Columbia network. The program was
larger ones grow better, though individ- in the nature of a studio party and brought to the microphone distinguished guests.
ually the smaller ones may not be de- Among them were (L to r. top) Lanny Ross, Stoopnagle and Budd, Kate Smith, Morton
graded a bit. Downey, and (below) Singin’ Sam, the Boswell Sisters and Norman Brokenshire.

However, the mere notation of the Seen in the center are Alice Remsen and Pierre Brugnon of the “Evening in Paris”
growing enormity of the enormous will cast.
not help the Commission or the public
much. Radio has become so well estab-
lished in home life that listening in is
almost second nature, and it puts a se-
}'ere_ ?tr?li'nh]on the stz[t)tions to have to
grnish, highly acceptable programs day air privileges on large and -erful
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after day, even hour after hour. With chains, while on the other hand it may
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el L e iy e Mambiiouth eppeins Wt 1 Perkins Sinks to 10-a-Day
- P 4 Fa structive ot competition an agamst the
:[::ns];:l:liﬂ:ecd h?f:]?glelses;r]ttlca][i t‘f \{hat he ‘\merican principle of open opportunities Ray Perkins, National Broadcasting Com-
broader the mind Nowo w'ih n to, t ﬁ In natural resources. However, there is pany wit, had a tough time the day he fin-
on the air that the Subii w]ant 50 I:I‘“,C no such American principle. The plan of ished his old Jergens program and started
deed gets, entertainment is fur ?'hal;l tl'lln- American business has been SRl ob 1 iow Baibasl program. He had o re.
Ty $40.000 N $500{}35 € . at  posite scale. And there really isn’t any hearsal for Barbasol, a rehearsal for Jer-
over a single chain. Hov touel] ant tion. ~ competition when the Jocal fife and drum  gens, a performance for Barbasol, a per-
are to furnish programs vith S 2} 101S  corps, nice boys but dull musicians, is on formance for Jergens, four personal ap-
1amous_orchestra, a gaost aod ten 5% the air from a small station, while Walter pearances at the Fordham Theatre, in the
festured aitist 2 ad ol o ug:tor, la. Damrosch’s symphony orchestra is on the Bronx, New York City; a benefit at
of whom get from hundrc%:ls b iﬂgs S, ?11 air from a host of other stations, Scarsdale, N. Y., at 10 p, m., and a per-
of dollars for a perfor -flousands . Because such perplexities as these seem sonal appearance at a Bronx high school,
mance, 1s impos- insoluble, torment the mind and offer no  which made ten sessions in one day.
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sible to determine from any economic surcease, we create such official bodies
viewpoint, as the Federal Radio Commission, which

In one sense, therefore, the critical pub- is empowered to worry over them to the
lic is itself voting for concentration of fullest,




