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FACSIMILE—JOURNALISM ON THE AIR

“"When it came to actual broadcasting,
we, like newspapermen naturally would,
prepare our copy along the lines of tradi-
tional newspaper, style, that is with ban-
ners, heads on each story, etc. But after we
had been broadcasting two or three weeks,
we began to realize that even in this phase
of our experiment we were on entirely new
ground, that the old tried and true methods
perhaps were not just what we were after.
So, after some discussion and experimenta-
tion, we decided that in order to save space
and to make for greater readability, and
greater volume of news, we would cut out
the banners and heads and prepare our
news in bief, running commenatry para-
graph form."”. . .

"We made the change in form about the
first of March, and public reaction was felt

(Right) An RCA Facsimile Receiver.

Another development, promising to extend the limits of
the services radio renders, is facsimile. Equipment de-
signed and built by RCA is now in operation in various

immediately. Everybody liked the new style, liked the
additional news it brought them and liked the opportunity
it gave them to sit at their breakfast table in the morning
and hastily skim through the cream of the news in ultra-
condensed form. You must remember, of course, that
facsimile today is a tabloid with a vengeance. Stories
MUST be short. There are no runovers or jumps—a story
has to stay on one page. And with present space limita-
tions, there isn't much room if a variety of news is to be
included in the day's transmission. Little space can be
devoted to backgrounds and rehash.” . . .

"In the first place, let me say that I am firmly con-
vinced facsimile broadcasting is here to stay. I believe
that most of us here will live to see the time when the
newspaper of the air will be an accepted institution. Just
when this will come about, | am not prepared to say.
Facsimile is a logical development of radio, just as tele-
vision is a logical development. All the bugs will be
ironed out of it some day and when that day comes, it
behooves every newspaper man to be on his toes with
respect to this new form of competition.”

(Excerpts from an address by Guy C. Hamilton, Vice-president
and General Manager, McClatchy Newspapers of California.)

(Left) RCA Facsimile Transmitter.

sections of the country. Radio may soon revolutionize
the newspaper business. The day’s news at your finger
tips is no longer a dream,
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An interesting experiment in news writing cn S
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Constantly extending its frontiers facsimile is develop- proposed at the Columbia University School of Jour-
ing a new pioneering element in journalism. Life speeds nalism. “Gist” may well be the type of newspaper a
at a faster pace and the story must be terse. A sug- future generation reads. In the lower right a sample
gested format for a “Newspaper of the Air” has been of facsimile reproduction is shown.



