RADIO and the
PANISH WAR

by THOMAS E. GOOTEE

The author, recently returned from war-torn
Spain, fells graphically of the use of radio in
many war and propaganda activities there.

To The Editor,
Radio News,
Chicagc_:.
Dear Sir:
I AM writing in answer to vour recent
query in Ranio NEws regarding my
whereabouts and (mis) adventures in the
Spanish War. 1 have been back in the
United States for quite a few months, and
am now emploved by the National Broad-
casting Co. as a Field Engineer. During
the time I was in Spain and Morocco 1
received more than my normal share of the
real horrors of war, and therefore have
had little inclination to write or discuss the
matter previously.  Sherman was quite
right about war.
Over a year ago Rapnio News published
a short account of my war reactions which
I succeeded in mailing back to the United
States at that time without the customary

censorship. I was then located and work-
ing in the International City of Tangier,
Morocco,  Shortly after that I returned to
southern Spain, and resumed work in the
ranks of the Rebellion. There followed
a kalcidoscopic series of nightmarish ex-
periences which I have little hope of for-
getting soon. I advanced with the Insur-
gent forces as they pushed northward
through Sevilla, and later through Badajoz
into the Guadarrama Mountains far west
of Madrid. Lack of co-operation in sup-
plving parts coupled with political differ-
ences eventually caused me to leave the
battle-scarred land of Spain for safer
places, the events climaxing my actual de-
parture reading now like an Oppenheim
spy mystery.  The fact that I am alive to-
day is due to my being more of a diplomat
than a radio engincer.

Before proceeding I should like to em-
phasize that this letter should no/ be con-
strued as being propaganda for cither side;
I hold no dear feelings for the Rebels or
the Loyalists. The original cause of the
war has been lost in the hopeless con-
fusion of a mad slaughter; foreign inter-
vention has transformed a revolution into
an International War.

Since the carly fall of last year the war
has practically been a stalemate; activity
has been confined to an occasional advance,
by one side or the other, followed by a
retreat within a few davs or weeks, Nat-
urally much blood has been shed. Both
sides are guilty of much wholesale destruc-
tion of life and property. Practically all
of my work was with the Rebels, but I
gained a deep insight into the Lovalist
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After a heavy bombardment in Madrid the populace emerges from their shelters to
listen to further propaganda broadcasts over radio-actuated public address systems.
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principles and motives through contact
with the Spanish people. Most of the peo-
ple on both sides do not have the slight-
est idea of what they are fighting for.
They are spurred on to fight by their lead-
ers who are masters in the art of applied
mass-psychology. These political leaders
employ various means of convincing the
people that their side is right, using one
of the newest methods for the dissemina-
tion of war propaganda: radio.

Within a few days after the war broke
out in July 1936 all major radio broadcast-
ing stations in Spain and Morocco were
seized by either the Rebels or the Loyal-
ists, and almost immediately propaganda
belched forth from these stations. This
flow has not stopped vet. Although con-
fined mainly to the broadcasting stations
on the long waves, all short wave broad-
casts have a burdening share of this propa-
ganda. American listeners can pick up
many of these short wave stations and get
a distant idea as to the scope and use of
radio in modern warfare.

Entertainment has been put into the back-
ground on almost all short wave programs,
and does not exist on the regular programs
emanating from stations on the long waves.
From morning until night there is an un-
ceasing flow of chatter from both the
Rebel and Loyalist transmitters, each claim-
ing the same military victories, each spur-
ring the people onward to defeat the other
side, and each with its ample share of talk-
ative under-generals who make our own
filibustering politicians sound like amateur
public speakers. The Rebel operated sta-
tion at Sevilla is probably the strongest
station held by the Insurgents; the Loyal-
ists still operate the key Madrid station
and those in Valencia and the capitol:
Barcelona.

There are four stations somewhere in
western Russia, each having a power of at
least 100 kilowatts, which employ directive
antennas radiating Communistic propa-
ganda on the long waves in the general
direction of Spain. These stations are
heard quite clearly throughout most of
Spain; programs were in Spanish. There
is some Rebel propaganda emanating from
Italian and German stations also.

Thus from every direction the Spaniards
are bombarded with a ceaseless flow of
biased, long-winded orations by political
gas bags. Many of the stations operate on
a twenty and twenty-one hour schedule;
and at any hour of the day or night one
has little difficulty in picking up these pro-
grams, even with the cheapest receivers.
News reports are so heavily censored that
they resemble verbal sieves; they also rep-
resent the height of ambiguity. Only when
the speakers run out of breath (and that is
very seldom) is there any music or non-
political radio entertainment. I once heard
a Rebel general orate for three hours with-
out a single stop. It can truthfully be
said that the publicity and propaganda
departments of both sides certainly “talk a
good war.”

The Insurgents were not slow to real-
ize the possibilities offered by such high-
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powered amplifiers, and many were con-
structed behind the lines and soon put into
operation.

On some days when the fighting was dull
it was not uncommon to hear the huge
loud-speakers blasting forth recorded mu-
sic. Although it added an ironic touch
to the military scene, it probably had some
entertainment value. American made rec-
ords predominated, most of them having
been shipped to the front by the broad-
casting stations behind the lines.

Working as a radio operator for either
the Loyalist or the Rebel army is accom-
plished under such dangerous and exacting
conditions that there are comparatively
few radio engineers employed by ecither
side. Such work is, of course, confined to
only the necessary army inter-communica-
tion, between the front and “key” towns
and cities, and between adjacent battalions
on the front lines. Most of the radio men
in the employ of the Rebel government are
either German or Italian; there are prob-
ably not more than forty such positions.
All types of radio equipments are in use
for this communication purpose, including
many composite and ancient transmitters.
There is a great deficiency of replacement
parts and necessary tubes.

There are a number of mobile field sta-
tions which advance with the regular army.
I was in charge of such a unit. These
portable units usually consist of a low-
power radiotelegraph transmitter and a
long-range receiver, both mounted in a
closed six-wheel army truck having tractor
treads for travel over rough terrain. Liv-
ing quarters for the engineer and two as-
sistants (sometimes three)are also in the
interior of the truck. These camouflaged
units advance or retreat with the front
lines, advising the district army headquar-
ters (located at focal points) as to the
progress of the division. A secret cipher is
used employing morse as a means of trans-
mission; a different frequency is used
every three hours which required a great
deal of careful retuning.

Probably my greatest thrill during the
war was when my unit was attacked by
two small French pursuit planes. Fortu-
nately little damage was done, due to a
thin steel plate covering which enclosed the
truck body. However that same unit sur-
vived only to meet with a worse fate at the
hands of a huge German Heinkel which
dropped a high-explosive bomb squarely on
the truck. The unmarked mobile unit had
been mistaken for a Loyalist surveying
truck, but fortunately I was not in the
truck when it was struck.

There were many other episodes, too
numerous to mention. I worked under
great difficulties and under considerable
strain. Following the demolishing of my
mobile field unit I was successively in
charge of three radiotelephony transmit-
ters, and a low-powered broadcast station.
I saw a great deal of actual fighting, but
even though I carried a gun at all times I
was never called into actual fighting serv-
ice in the trenches.

Ship radio operating is confined to only
a few Spanish ships, of both sides, in the
Mediterranean. Since there is quite a bit
of open water warfare, and consequently
much resulting traffic, listeners along the
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Mediterranean with sets covering the long-
wave marine channels are offered a ring-
side seat at each naval combat.

With the advent of the war, amateur
radio met an untimely and unfortunate
death. By official decree hoth sides con-
fiscated all radio transmitting or communi-
cation devices within a few days after the
start of the war. In almost every instance
the “hams” co-operated with the control-
ling government. Many of the “hams” be-
came operators in the employ of the gov-
ernment. There can be little doubt but
what the “hams” gave a great deal of as-
sistance wherever they could. Many of the
larger amateur stations were completely
taken over, and then operated as a military
station.

Although radio is one of the greatest
educational mediums — thereby promoting
peace—ironically, by the same token, it has
also become as deadly and dangerous as
any type of munition or article of war,
causing destruction of the same civilization
that created it.

Thank you for asking about me.

Yours for peace,
Thomas E. Gooteé.
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A RADIO STRICTLY
FOR LOCAL MUSIC ...

® Here, at last, is the answer to every music
lover's dream . . . a straight music radio. Its
sole function is to provide high fidelity
reception of local stations. The highest order
of circuit and parts devoted expressly to flaw-
less sound recreation are utilized . .. every
step concentrated on pure tone. Music lovers
no longer need pay for all-wave functions
they seldom use. Because the "ORPHEON"
concentrates solely on creation of maximum
fidelity of sound, costly features of all-wave,
all-purpose radios are eliminated. Result: A
superlative, new instrument at low price. Cam-
plete remote tuner (tuning volume and sep-
arate bass and treble tone control) mounted in
a beautiful jewel box connected to amplifier
in Chippendale Con-
sole through 25-foot
flat cable. Console
also provides space
for a Garrard SENIOR
automatic changer.
Write today for com-
plete specifications
and attractive prices.
McMURDO SILVER
CORPORATION,
2900-A S. Michigan
Boulevard, Chicago.

MCMURDO SILVER

Pencil Pointed
Fountain Pen

s
i%{/




