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EARLY TRANSMITTER INSTALLATIONS

(Akbove) Tubes, circuits and
switches were spread over a
wide area.

o
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(Above) Transmitters were operated at a great risk
of personnel injury.

(Above) Tube changes were
easy, even way back in 1922.

(Right) Operators needed sev-
eral pairs of eyes to handle
equipment.

In a day when skirts were getting shorter and eyebrows unlike those directed at television today . . . radio never-
were being raised over the “flaming youth” generation, theless gained a foothold in public favor. Soon, like
radio broadcasting made its modest bow. Greeted with “Avalon,” it was the rage . . . and building home re-

mixed emotions by the press, buffeted by criticisms not ceivers became the nation’s number one hobby.
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LOOKING AT EARLY RECEIVERS

(Right) Scenes like this were heralded REa = * i ]
by the trade as ““Radio Keeps the Family ; : g 2
Together.”

(Below) A new world of interest and en-
tertainment was opened to those who had
bzen forced to live on memories.

(Above) A great advance was made when trailing wires, leaking
batteries and other paraphanalia were hidden from view.

(Left) Receivers had not yet escaped the ‘“music box" stage.

Few now long for the “good old days” in radio, or mourn The first chain broadcasts . . . the first political con-
the passing of receivers like these. Yet, in their day, vention broadcasts . . . and the radio debuts of stage
they did their job well and taught America the listening and screen stars made history for listeners who were
habit which persists as the basis of the radio industry. the proud owners of these instruments.
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EARLY RADIO INTERESTED MILLIONS

.R[ A OPENS DIRECT Trawling for Fish With the Ald of Modem Radlo
OCEANIC SERVICE "EzZsei=

cormmunication with their |

Boston N‘O\\' i:} Direct il'uurll. by R
Radio With European Countries,
South America and Asia
.

ay W

“Ourront  Bupply - Devies”
cireult, This will
hatterios  where

. Baruoff says th

s
Thest Beth prt [oa0 4
whew fully o

x’ radio browdeasting in 1
has In.-;-uof T'n'nnunad. e v M, Gen'::f. .l:. ﬁ:vh
d that the United States will have an umf:r‘{-::l
In 1o utilize its resourees in developing radin

BAVAREARES of the plan i

"o v G e ST O e ol
mui‘::hzwu New York, thus riimln:ting the ex-
u X ::'I i on operatio ms through in.
e arbord ts out that d wn
cities ure greater Mpoin North im.ﬁ'l"ﬂdb‘ﬁ.‘:t :a

}:mn p%r:l-:nhgc of the population ix in the vast farm.

io broadeasting,” ha
hlrrhri of !ﬂlrv \ﬁbifh ium l::nw‘:; m‘ﬁ:;:
l'mm the dum. ire facilities, too, are not within as
easy reacl memplr of South Ameriea s they are
]\v "“m“ "“h in this coun o broadeasting will do much tn
supplement existing means of co e
mmtniention, such n
ESTABLIS H]._p the telephone and h-h-mph » i
e .NDJ--l-m- “nrllml Ex- | WORLDMDE CMU'MLAIIUH
hamges Messages of Good I ‘Ieconnecting fink between London and Betlon for
Wil With Entpape ! radio gommutication has been cusbhitied and messages of
M il wooda;nll with Europe have been exchanged.
pslant {ransmision of  messages to our  neighborns
il ‘across the Atlantic is one of the achievements of lheﬂml..
.-«.{ Corporation of America, said Geieral Harbord, president of
corpotation, in announcing the Boston service,
Establishing physical circuits, cannectig — continent
. with continent and nation with nation, will have a tremen |
dous cwvilizing influence w the direction of goodwill and

Gias i
n!‘hq'i‘aﬂhﬁo coanects American commercial |
and social lrk with England, France, Geemany, Norway, Ii-

aly, Poland

admwllnlm B
tion, six minutes and lhrmw.:m dp-dd! Enl..-:‘ :il:-
Fumm:: the answer was received,

- ON RADID FOR
| | FIRSTTIwE

WAZ Piany Broadeast Play by
y Play Deseription of
British Cames

e n;ﬂifk: bed g

RADID IN SKY
TwikeR " pADIO TALK WITH AVIATOR s
ONE MILE UP IN THE AIR

FANARD RIGES T0
EHUDS

el " T | . v o 2 _.."n-- miles of land, has maile the zdml Btaten 11
g ” = : : e = of the workd in the tranafission & Y
~ Who'll Pay for g ol ; " L AR & SR i 3 s rnt! T a |
Bfﬂld(‘ﬂﬁhhg. i oy Jiete e % : o o lnlhv::ﬂ. Hm -It'u?e-zrh progras of
’ 2 i DX . |
'&I—.‘ AR X ier ofifionn i i
wiles Bl seeely g o, & d bl yeos afn Mgwfes cove |

visg firs! A
- A
g, Rastin

GECLARED.

DIVIDENDS

Stories on radio were featured in every newspaper. Al- tales about the possibilities of radio were given wide
though dramatic stories of rescues at sea had been read credence. Many of these ideas persisted even when
by the public for a number of years this new form of the radio grew up. Every new art and science goes through
art brought an intense renewal of interest. Fantastic this stage.
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STUDIOS OF ANOTHER DAY
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(Above) Ready to go on the air! Equipment in
studios, other than microphones, at that time was the
usual thing.

(Right) Performers were dressed in the height of
fashion and if you think this is funny look at hats
anywhere today.

America’s first president to speak on the radio addressed
his remarks through equipment such as this. Hot “jazz"
picked up by these microphones electrified some listen-
ers, shocked others. Broadcasts of symphonies and edu-
cational features began to convince many that radio

(Left) Performers in that far-off day kept eager listen.
ers up through the long hours of the night. Note the
microphone which hadn't yet decided whether it was a
mechanical gadget or a musical instrument.

(Above) A few short years ago this was perfection as
studios went. Heavy drapes were used for sound in-
sulation.

was potentially a great cultural force. Called upon to
originate many new types of programs this equipment
carried on with stout heart and a rather surprising
freedom from breakdown. The American Way of Broad-
casting was just beginning to find itself.
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DESIGNS HAVE BEEN REVOLUTIONIZED

(Above)
the operator full view and “fingertip” control.

(Right)

Not only were stations banding together to give better
service . . . but they were also replacing old equipment
with new. Radio engineering was moving ahead with
7-league strides. And the willingness of station owners
to discard usable equipment in favor of new and better
equipment acted as a constant spur to the ingenuity of

The U-.shaped RCA 50 D and control desk which gives

A section of the RCA straight line type 50-D, showing
the streamline construction of this modern transmitter.
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(Above) Thz RCA 5.DX
Transmitter in which all
equipment is housed behind
a unified front.

manufacturers. The tonic of competition kept the in-
dustry on its toes, kept it in mood for progress. These
were the prime movers that led to the development of
broadcasting equipment such as this magnificent mod-
ern RCA equipment. Showmanship in equipment was
demanded by the American Way of Broadcasting.
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MODERN STATIONS OF TODAY

(Right) Speech Input Master
Control Desk and Racks at

the Golden Gate Exposition.

(Above) Master Control Desk at WWNC.

Back when broadcasters never quite knew whether or
not they had a listening audience . . . and before spon-
sors had appeared to furnish free tickets for studio
audiences . . . stations wore their working clothes. This
homespun character vanished when studios found it nec-
essary to dress up for visitors. Bright, stream-lined mod-

(Left) Speech Input Master Control Desk
and Racks at WFBR.

(Above) A Studio Control Console and Rack
built for WFBR.

(Left) Master Control Console at WHEC.

ern stations discover that it is easy to surpass their
pioneer ancestors in design, equipment, programs, and in
everything else except in transmitting the overpowering
thrill which was wrapped up in every program in the
early days. New equipment marched abreast in the
advance.
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NEW WORLDS FOR EVERYONE

(Above) When Byrd went to the Antarctic he
was ‘“‘just around the corner” for untold millions,
John Dyer, of CBS, was the newscaster.

(Right) Town Meeting of the Air gives voice
to American thought and opinion.

(Below) Another famous orchestra, the Phila-
delphia, has been heard by millions who would
never have enjoyed it without radio.

Since its inception, the radio industry has been con-
scious of its obligations as a public servant. Adopting
a completely non-partisan policy, broadcasters have kept
Americans vastly better informed about their govern-
ment and the issues at stake in making democracy
function better. The Radio Corporation of America has

(Left) The NBC Symphony
Orchestra, one of the finest
in the country, with Toscanini

conducting, is available to
millions.
(Below) America can listen

in as experts discuss leading
questions of the day at the
University of Chicago Round
Table Conference.

played an important role in rendering this vital service.
In addition, RCA helps make radio of utmost service to
farmers, educators, government agencies, and to re-
ligion. The cultural efforts of RCA are exemplified by
the famous NBC Symphony Orchestra. Every American
has a box seat in the world’s theatre of the air.
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TWO DECADES LATER

WHE RICHEST MAN
CANNQOIT BULY TFQIR
HIMSELE “WEAT A

POOREST MAN GIBTS
FREE BY RADIO?

DAYED SARNOIRE

Incredible as it seems scarcely more than 20 years the home and the day when he penned the above state-
elapsed between the time Mr. Sarnoff foresaw the wire- ment of fact. Jack’s Beanstalk grew at a pedestrian
less “Music Box” as a means of making radio useful in rate in comparison with the American Radio Industry.



