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How Bertha Brainard “Broadcasts Broadway”

By GOLDA M. GOLDMAN

Above is Shown How a Play is
Broadcast Directly from the Stage
of a Theatre. A Telephone Line
Connects the Theatre to the Sta-
tion, an Amplifier Being Used Un-
der the Stage to Boost Up the Music
and Voice Before it is Relayed.

i WISH you could see this
dance.” says Miss Brainard
as she talks to you from
the wings of a theatre.

“l wish vou could see

Bertha Brainard as she 'Broad-

casts Broadway,” is what I

thought the first time I saw her

in the old Westinghouse studio

WIZ in Newark. She is, to be

as alliterative as her name, a

damnty, delightiul, dehonair little

lady, who would make as charm-
ing a picture on the stage as do
anv of the popular favorites
whose work she tells you ahout.

Her hair is her crown of glory,

and a very gleaming crown it is

at that. She herself said of it

once 2

“When T want the people to
remember me I take off my hat.

When I don't care I keep it on!”

Since Miss Brainard's mind is
as agile as is her small person
as it flashes about the studio,
she originated her own “stunt”
over a year ago. [t occurred to
her that radio reaches vast audi-
ences in  out-of-town sections,
who see, at the most, only one
metropolitan newspaper cach day,

I'hoto by Courtesy of Radlo Corp, of America

On the Left Miss Brainard is Seen

Broadcasting “To the World,”

Which Conceals the Microphone of

Station WJZ, the Last News of the

Theatrical District of New York
City,
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and in the majority of cases see
none at all. These people find it
exceedingly  difficult to keep
abreast of the modern dramatic
movements, as such information
as they can obtain is culled from
the criticisms in the various
periodicals.  These in most in-
stances are comparatively color-
less recitals, lacking the flavor of
personal contact with the people
and affairs of the theatre.

To Miss Brainard came the idea
of giving informal talks by radio
on the interesting plays of the
day. Mr. Poponoe, studio mana-
ger of WJZ, now the Broadcast
Central of the Radio Corporation
of America, agreed to this plan,
and so for the first time Bertha
Brainard “Broadcast Broadway.”

The selection of plays for this
feature is a very careful one, for
so many youngsters listen-in that
sex and problem plays in gen-
eral, regardless of their individ-
ual merits, must he avoided.
Comedies and musical shows pre-
dominate, and for each of these
in her pleasant fashion Miss
Brainard gives the name and pro-
ducer of the play, the star

(Continued ox bage 226)
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Don’t Lose Your Rights

Before disclosing your invention to
anyone send for blank form * i
of Conception” to be signed and  wit-
nessed. A sample form together with
printed instructions will show you just
wow 1o work up your evidence and
estalilish your rights before filing appli-
cation for patent,  As registered patent
attorneys we represent hundreds of in-
ventors all over the U, S, and Canada in
the advancement of inventions. Our
schedule of fees will be found reasonable.
The {form *“Evilence of Conception™
sample, instructions relating to obtaining
of patent and schedule of fees sent upon
request. Ask for them,—a postcard
will do.

270 OURAY BLDG., WASHINGTON, D. C.
“Qriginators of form Evidence of Conception”

To the Man with an Idea
1 offer a_comprehensive, experi-
enced, efficient service for lhis
prompt, legal protection and the
development of his proposition,

Send sketch, or model and descrip-
tion, for advice as to cost, search
through prior United States pat-

ents,

ete. Preliminary advice
gladly furnished without charge.
My experience and {familiarity
with various arts frequently en-
able me to accurately advise
clients as to probable patentability
before they go to any expense.
Baollet of aluable tnformation
and form for properly disclos-
ing vour idea free on request.
Write today.

RICHARD B. OWEN
PATENT LAWYER

2 Owen Building, Washingten, D. C,
2276A Woolworth Bldg., New York City

BECOME A PROFESSIONAL
ol PHOTOGRAPHER
EARNING 335 TO s5i25 AWEEK
Three to_six months’ course.
Motion Picture, Commercial,
Portraiture, Practical instruc-
A tion, Modern equipment.
> Ask for Catalog No. 56.
Y. INSTITUTE of PHOTOGRAPHY
NEW YORK BROOKLYN
141 W. 36th St 505 State Bt.

MONEY

CHICAGO
630 2. Wabash Ave.

= Ascneof theoldest pat-

ent firms in America we

give inventors at lowest

< W consistent charge, 8
gervice noted for results, evidenced by many well known
Patents of extraordinary value. Book, Patent-Sense, free.
Lacey&Lacey, 63! FSt,Wash,, D.C,Estab.186%

How Bertha Brainard
*Broadcasts Broadway™

(Continued from page 134)

or stars, author of the book and lyrics, and
a brief and interesting summary. The con-
clusion is a short paragraph on the types of
persons who might be interested in this
particular presentation.

BROADCAST INCREASES AUDIENCE

Letters to Miss Brainard indicate that
her informal talks have had exactly the re-
sult that she anticipated. As she irequently
adds to her outling a description of unusual
gowns or stage-settings, those who cannot
aet 1o see the plays at all feel that they have
heen visualized for them, while those who
make periodic visits to the big town, as
buyers, etc., know when they come here just
what there is on Broadway to appeal to their
tastes, and so get the utmost enjoyment out
of their time and money.

3ut when in one of the charming new
studios of WJZ or W]Y, Bertha Brainard
stands before the great globe in which a
microphone is cleverly inserted, and Broad-
casts Broadway “to the world,” she is per-
forming only a part of her interesting duties.
An cqually important activity is that in which

4s AB.N. (Announcer Brainard of New
York) she broadcasts Broadway produc-

tions directly from the stage and wings of
the theater.

When some production has been brought
particularly to her attention Miss Brainard
sees the show. If it strikes her as heing
proper material for her widely varied audi-
ence, she brings it to Mr. Poponoc’s atten-
tion. His approval obtained, the next stage
is to gain the manager’s permission to broad-
cast. Once he agrees, Miss Brainard sces
the play four or five times from the front,
notes costumes, scenery and action, and
particularly times every detail, such as
overtures, curtains, and dances. She then
works out a careful introduction covering
the same main details as in her other talks—
that is, the author, producer, cast and a
summary of the scenes to be broadcast. She
also explains anything in the action which
may tend to confuse those hearing the words
but not seeing the accompanying action; for
instance, a burst of applause always marks
Miss Ethel Barrymore's first appearance on
the stage, and the listener-in would naturallv
be unable to account for this. Or in a musi-
cal comedy, the dialogue is interrupted by
a dance, so Miss Brainard speaks of it in
advance. Stage settings and costumes come
in for a particular emphasis in this type of
hroadcasting, and here our announcer feels
that a woman certainly has an advantage
over a man announcer, since she ohserves
clothes and other accessories so much more
naturally.

“I think,” she smiled at me, “that a man
saying, “Miss Peterkins is wearing a black
velvet gown with a rope of pearls’ would
bhe just too sweet!”

SPECIAL WIRES CONNECT STAGE TO
STATION

In order that Station WJZ broadcast
directly from the stage, the Western Union
gives them a special direct line from
Acolian Hall to the theater. To the end
of this heavy wire the Radio Corporation
engineers attach two finer wires inside the
theater. One of these is connected with
the stage microphones, one with AB.N.'s
special microphone in the wings, all of which
are joined to a portable voice amplifier. The
microphones on the stage, which may num-
ber anywhere from two to five, are almost
always placed down by the footlights and
are quite invisible to the audience. If there
is an unsual amount of work done toward
the back of the stage, one may be placed
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Storage “'B’’ Batteries Give

KIC Long Service at Low Cost.

Alkaline type, will not sulphate or buckle. Not
harmed by short-circuiting, overcharging, or stand-
ing idle. Panel switches afford single cell varia-
tions. Easily re-charged from any 110-volt AC,
line by means of small home rectifier, One charge
lasts three to six months in detector plate circuit.

(With
Panels )
rices 16 cell
without eell
rectifier: 5 oeell

ell 68 volt ..
T8 cell 100 vol ..
108 cell 145 vult .
Unmounted rectitier
Mounted rectitier

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Money is refunded if user is not satisfied after
30 day trial,  Write for full information on “A"
and “B" Batteries.

Kimley Electric Company, Inc.

2665 Main Street Buffalo, N. Y.

It’s the contact
that counts
The Na-ald Special Socket

No. 499 is a sturdy little socket
with a dependable contact for
the G. E. No, 199 dry-cell tube,
It has special slot construction,
and is moulded of genuine
Bakelite. The heat from
soldering connections will not
affect Na-ald sockets,

Price 50 cents

Na-ald Adaptor for

Noo 109 tube, $1.00

The dual-wipe econtact stiips

of the Na-ald De Luxe socket
avoid the trouble experienced
with the socket of conventional
design.  Because of thorough
cure: and high dielectric prop-
erties Na-ald sockets keep plite
to grid losses at a minimum
(of particular importance in
Flewelling Cireuit or in Radio
Frequency).

Price 75 cents

Booklet with diagram of Haz-

eltine’s Newtrodyvne Cirenit and
other selected civewits  packed
with each Na-ald product or
sent tn exchange for cover taken
from anyv Na-ald carton.

Alden Manufacturing Co.

Manufacturers of Sockets for
Every Tube and Requirement

Dept. K 52 Willow Street

Springfield, Mase.
NA-ALD
De Luxe No. 400
i ———————————— s
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You can be quickly cured, if you

STAMMER

Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and
Stuttering, ‘‘Its Cause and Cure.’” Tt tells how I
eured myself after stammering 20 yrs. B. N. Bogue,

889 Bogue Bldg., 1147 N. Il St. Indianapelis
ARE

455 SELF-CONSCIOUS?

Embarrassed in company, lacking in self-control? Let
me tell you how you can overcome these troubles,
M. VERITAS, 1400 Broadway, New York City

iy

OLD MONEY WANTED
§2 10 500 EACH pald for hundreds of old or odd
roins,  FKeep ALL old money, it may be VERY
VALUABLE. Send 10 cents for New Ill's COIN
VALUE BOOR, cize 436. Get Posted. We pay Cash.
CLARKE COIN GO., Ave. 79, Lo Roy, New York
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re, and two are occasionally attached to
fronts of the stage-hoxes. Usually, how-
, those in the footlights suffice. When
s Brainard finishes talking through hers,
switched off, and those on the stage
own open, This change may be made
her way at any time during the perform-
ance, so that she may talk during the inter-
missions, or explain during one of the afore-
mentioned pauses exactly what is transpir-
ing.

So keen are the stage transmitters that
listeners-in may cven hear the click of a
telephone receiver, or the staccato tap-tap-
tap of a daucer’s heels as she does a spirited
Spanish dance. Engineers in the wings keep
the receivers on constantly, so that they
can judge how the sound is going out, and
the transmission is kept on the mark by
means of their portable voice amplifier.

At perhaps five minutes before the over-
ture begins, Miss Braimard, standing in the
wings on the prompt side of the stage, he-
zins her carefully timed introduction. The
house electricians watch her, she raises her
hand, and simultaneously with her last words
the overture begins, her microphone is
switched off and the stage microphones are
switched on and for the next hour or two,
“The Play's the thing.”

Ordinarily a large company is not told
in advance that they are going to broad-
cast, and learn that fact only as they are
about to go on, Then excitement reigns,
and the chorus immediately begins to won-
der whether mother and wifie and little
hrother are listening in.  Of course the entire
company plays at an unusually high pitch
that night, realizing that their audience is
unlimited, so that an especially fine perform-
ance is presented,

ACTORS SUBJECT TO “"BROADCAST
FRIGHT”

Miss Brainard tells many interesting anec-
dotes about the effect produced upon the
actors when told what is about to happen.
Even the greatest among them are not im-
mune from the excitement, and are for a
little time at least a trifle nervous. When
the “Laughing Lady” was sent out, hardly
a voice was natural for the first few min-
utes and even Miss Barrymore talked at a
mad pace. The effect seems to be much the
same as on a first night, for the company is
so impressed by the size of its audience and

the distances to be rcached that they feel !
Mr,

unsure of themselves for a brief space.
Wallace, the publicity manager, relates that
on the above-mentioned occasion Mr, Harri-
son Peters hoped that no outrageous offers
would reach them from Finland!

It is also circulated that when one very
successful play which had already been en-
joying a six months' run was hroadcast,
some of the principals were found on the
stage before the curtain went up, and one
of them was saying.

“Let's just run over this scene.
feel quite sure of the lines!”

The great majority of the actors, particu-
larly the stars, welcome the innovation as a
great and interesting advance in the art of
the theater, and rush off into the wings he-
tween their scenes to listen-in on the cngi-
neer’s phones. Their greatest regret seems
to be that they cannot hear their own voices
as they go out. Some of them even say a
word of greeting at the end of the perform-
ance. One youthful star, who has made a
particularly strong and lovable appeal this
winter, became so nervous while doing this
that quite unconsciously he hugged Miss
Brainard with his left arm as tightly as pos-
sible during the whole speech, and gazed at
her in dumb amazement when he found him-
self in that position as he concluded.

I don't

MANY PLAYS ALREADY BROADCAST

The musical comedy artists seem to feel
the strain less than the others, and will play
just as high if Mr. Gus Edwards is re-
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Weston Voltmeter

Booklet J, and other Radio litera-
ture describes and illustrates these
various IFeston Instruments. Every-
one interested in Radio should have
this important data. Write for it
today.

What
Makes

Noise?

In the majority of cases it is the run down “B”

battery and not static that causes the noise.

The “B” battery manufacturers recommend the
discarding of 223% volt batteries when they drop
below 17 volts and 45 volt batteries when they
reach 34 volts,

The Weston Voltmeter will tell you exactly the
cordition of your batteries.

An accurate instrument at a reasonable price.

Electrical
Indicating
Instrument
Authorities
Since 888

STANDARD -~ The World Over

WESTON ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENT COMPANY

173 Weston Avenue
Branches In All Principal Cities

Newark, N. J.

“PIONEER”

Instruments

Give the finishing touch of completeness to any
Radio Set.

They will usually put an end to distressing tube
noises, givuu.'l,\'uu a clearness of reception that will
make every minute a delight.

Note that the “'Pioneer” Coupler is built like a

Parioweter, with inside winding to the stator
sphere—aoriginal with us.
“Pioneer" Variocoupler i veeress $7.00
“Pioneer” Variometer ......ovvvvivn.. 6.50

Sold by our Dealers, everywhere, under a guar-
antee of satisfaction or your money back.
_ “Pioneer” Instruments are molded from Bakelite
m our own plant, by special machinery and finished
in a dark mahogany shade, of extraordinary beauty
and richness,

Iinding is with coarse copper wire, covered with
sills tnot cotton) thread,

Hardware is bronze, heavily nickeled.

Workmauship is of the very highest type ex-
tremely accurate in close-coupled balance.

If your Dealer eannot supply you, remit as above, and in-
struments will be sent pos Give name and address of
Dealer you wish to favor.

“Pioneer” Variometer
Price, each, postpaid $6.50

“Pioneer” Variocoupler
Price, each, postpaid $7.00

“B'BATTERIES

WITH INSULATED BINDING POSTS
& DETACHABLE WIRE CONNECTOR

NOVO M'FG CO.

A24 W 3B ST KEwW YORK = S231-50 DEARBORN ST CHICAGD

o AMERTRAN

American Transformer Co., Newark, N. J.
super audio frequency amplifying transformer
—Audibility amplification, 38.6—
without distortion

Perfect tone  Price $7. Maximum wvolume
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ported in the house as they will for a radio
audience.

The first play to be broadcast in this
fashion was “The Gold Fish” in which Miss
Marjoric Rambeau was starred last year.
Since then a great number have traveled
far through the air, among them such popu-
lar attractions as “The Old Soak,” “Sally,
Irene and Mary,” “The Dancing Girl” from
the Winter Garden. “Caroline,” “The Fool,”
“Romeo and Juliet,” with Jane Cowl. The
majority of these have broadeast only a por-
tion of the play, but some of them have gone
out in their entirety, including such fine
productions as ‘The Mikado™ by the De
Wolf Hopper Opera Company from a New-
ark theater: the Augustus Thomas produc-
tion of “As You Like It"; and one of the
higgest coups of all was “The School for
Scandal,” which the Players’ Club presented
with an all-star cast containing John Drew.
Ethel Barryvmore, Richard Mantell, Walter
Hampton, and many other notables.

From this impressive list of plays, pro-
ducers and actors, it is obvious that this
broadeasting of plays must have justified
itself not only from an artistic and recrea-
tional standpoint but from a business stand-
point as well. When Miss Brainard con-
ceived the idea in the spring of 1922, pro-
ducers laughed at her and predicted that
such a procedure would result in empty
theaters.  To one such man she said :

“This thing is going to be a success just
as all the other broadcasting has been. Why
not be one of the first to put it over? If
you don't you'll come to me within a year
and ask me to do one of your plays.”

And he did.

Statistics are to be had for the asking
from any of the theaters which have broad-
cast, indicating the numbers who have come
to the hox offices for tickets stating that they
heard the play on their radio sets and felt
they had to see it. Gallery and balcony
receipts especially show results. On one
occasion 16 men sat in their club room and
heard part of a performance through their
loud-speaker. So surprised and impressed
were they with its enjovable qualities that
they suggested the play for a club outing at
their next meeting, with the result that the
club took the house for one night.

Producers to a man make the obvious
answer to questions on the value to them
of this work.

“It's the greatest advertising stunt that
has vet heen invented, and if it did not pay
we wouldn't be doing it.”

And ordinarily they add:

“Of course, Miss Brainard is largely re-
sponsible for its success. She seems to know
what the public wants, has the personality to
put it over, and has the ahility to think on
her feet, which is essential to any under-
taking.”

The only possible objection which could
be made to this type of broadcasting is that
which was made m the beginning by those
producers who held out against it, namely,
that hearing the play in this way, there
would be no incentive to visit the theater.
and so the theatrical business would he
ruined. T think Mr. Charles D. Tsaacson,
who has broadcast over two hundred fine
concerts, answers this most ably when he
5ayS:

“"Human beings will always be more inter-
esting than their pictures or voices. I may
telephone to the woman 1 love and listen
to her voice over the wire, and [ may Tift
her photograph and gaze tenderly upon it,
but T prefer to be with her herself. . . .
When people are listening to the radio they
are not heing fullv satisfied and never will
be, not while human heings are in existence.”

DON'T WORRY

It is comforting to us radio fans to know
that these bandits we read about are looking
for people with money.

“A Chinaman'sChance"

on keeping your tube is about
what you take in operating a bulb
set without the protection of the

RADECO

SAFETY FUSE

(Patent Pending)

—a risk that’s entirely unnecessary
when the Radeco Fuse, slipped on

the filament terminals of the tube
makes “blowing out” absolutely im-
possible, even by accident. Fits any
standard tube used in any standard
socket. Does not affect efficiency of

229

5

Different tubes require
different capacity fuses.
When ordering state
evactly  what  tube
fuses are for.

50c each

At your Dealers or by Mail

RADIO EQUIPMENT CO.

630 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS.
New England’s Oldest Exclusive Radio House

Transformer

dealer’s $4.50.

43 plate.......

This “UNITED” Audio G

- L]
Frequency Amplifying
is a little “gem” of radio
g : engineering—magnetically
shielded, Ratio 5 to 1—a wonder-worker in producing
loud, clear-toned signals, from any distance. At your

[13 . .

United” Variable Condensers have a new vernier
dial assembly, original with us,
that makes fine tuning a joy. : -

23 plate............ 6.00 3plate....oevrusn. 4.75
T platescomyas

Vernier alone; can be attached to any $2_50
plate condenser by drilling one hole. . =

Show this ad to your dealer and ask him to supply
your needs at the above prices. If he cannot do so,
remit to us direct, under our money-back guarantee and
give us name and address of dealer you wish to favor.

UNITED MFG. & DISTRIBUTING CO.

9705 COTTAGE GROVE AVENUE,

«....$6.50 Splate......v.....$5.00

5.50 Postpaid.

New York Office: CHICAGO, San Francisco Office:
50 Church St. 1LL. 709 Mission St.
New York, N. Y. San Francisco, Cal.
— FREE — VULCANIZED R sma
A book on how to get “Better Results from R E “WILMINGTON
Radio”—Write to Willard Storage Battery FIBRE"
Company, 281 East 131st St., Cleveland, Ohio Sheets, Rads, Tubss, Washers, Etc.,
A sorace Specialties
W]lldr Wilmington Fibre Specialty Co. Wilmington, Del,
Branch Offices “‘Everywhere"




