T HE history of WCCO dates back to the pioneer days of rad
In 1922 Station WLAG was opened in Minneapolis_

several attempts at radio broadcasting by
and was chiefly sponsored by business inter

equipment of WLAG, placed orders for a new Y000-watt transmitter, and guaranteed

to contribute $50,000 a year for a tWo-year period towards the operation of the
tion, if the business men of Minneapolis and St. Paul would contribute 2 I;

Through the Minneapolis Civie & Commerce Association and the Saint Paul Associ-

ation, this proposition was accepted. On September 1, 1924, WLAG resumed broad-
casting, but under the new call letters of WCCO.

On March 4, 1925, WCCO went on the air with 2 new 5000-watt transmitter
located near Anoka. Elaborate new studios in the Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis, were
also opened. A short time later new studios were opened in St. Paul. For the next two
years the station operated under the guidance of a triumvirate composed of repre-
sentatives of Washburn Crosby Company, and the Minneapolis Civic & Commerce
Association, and the Saint Paul Association. At the end of that period the two civic

associations dropped out of the picture and WCCO was continued by Washburn
Crosby Company alone.

On September 1, 1929, after Washburn Crosby Company had become a member
of General Mills, Inc., Northwestern Broadcasting, Inc., was formed to take over the
ownership and operation of the station. General Mills retained two-thirds of the stock,
while one-third was sold to the Columbia Broadcasting System. On October 24. 1931.
the Columbia Broadcasting System purchased the remaining two-thirds of the stock.

Ofhcials of the company actively connected with the operation of the station are
H. A. Bellows, president of Northwestern Broadcasting, Inc., and vice president of
the Columbia Broadcasting System; 'E. H. Gammons, vice president; and K. W, H‘US-
ted, assistant secretary and assistant treasurer. Mr. Bellows was formerly managing
editor of the Northwestern Miller, coming to WCCO in the spring of 1925. When
the Federal Radio Commission was originally formed in 1927, Mr. Be:llows was se-
lected as 2 member, serving for nine months before he resigned. He ?tl" has .thc dis-
tinction of being the only person actively connected with a broadcasting station ever
to have been appointed to the governing body of radio.
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‘. nd advertising department of Wa.;hbum
?Fllz;t{hz station in the fall of 1924 Eo handle pub.
Mr. Husted joined the staff of WCCO as 34 an.

s made program and production manager,

Mr. Gammons was in the pu

Crosby Company, joining tl_w sta
licity. He 1s now vice president.

souncer, and a short time later wa

P bers of what is now the chain forming the
of the original mem - - |
L WafS O}I:e National Broadcasting Company, ha.vmg first }::)ccn linked wig,
red netwm‘lf S v months of 1925, when the Amcrlca“_ Telephone & Telcgraph
New York in t::-' Z:(‘i yoperated Station WEAF, the key-station of the only network
Company own

29. WCCO severed relations with the National Broadcasting Com.
o Decerzbebr!c:ie ; member of the Columbia Broadcasting System network. Dyr.
pany, and D€

: ¢ vear WCCO was one of nine stations 1in the United St:ftcs given per.
ing _the k;:asthi’ Federal Radio Commission to install §0,000-watt transmitters and oper-
mission Dy

n that power. ‘ _ -
T ;ince 19I2)4 radio broadcasting has been revolutio_nized many tlfmel:. During all this
time WCCO has always been one of the outst'andmg statlodns ol t edcountqlr. .Thc
mechanical equipment and studios have ‘been 1mprovied and enlarged severa aum:ﬂ,
The largest pipe organ ever built exclusweliy for. r_adlo broadcasting was installed in
WCCQO?’s studios late in 1929. The staff, which originally numbered but a fev:f persons
with a very sketchy idea of what broadcasting was all about,_has constantly 1ncre3:sad
until now it is considered one of the most efhicient and best informed of any station

staff in the country. It includes specialists in practically every phase of radio broad-
casting.

LIST OF ADVERTISERS (Continued from page 23)

PiLLsBURY FLour MiLLs
Pra1T & LAMBERT CoO.
RED GOOSE SHOES
ROBERT BUrnNs CiGars
S. W. Straus Co.
SIMMONSs BEeps

SMITH BROTHERS

TIME MAGAZINE
TOASTMASTER
TroPic-ARE, INC.
UNITED REMEDIES
VAN Heusen Co.
ViTaLiTY SHOES

WALTER S. BAKER Co.
SOcIETY BrRAND CLOTHES WALLACE SiLvER Co
STANDARD BRANDS WOODBURY SOAD Co
STAR BRAND SHOES .

WRIGLEY CHEWING )
TASTYEAST - NG Gum Co.
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